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OLYMPIC MEDALISTS LEE KIEFER AND GEREK MEINHARDT TO BRING NAMESAKE FENCING CUP TO 

HENRICO 

More than 1000 fencers expected for first fencing event at Henrico Sports & Events Center 

 

HENRICO, Va. — Two of the most accomplished fencers in U.S. fencing history will bring a major youth 

competition and showcase to Henrico this fall as the Kiefer Meinhardt Cup comes to the Henrico Sports & 

Events Center. 

Presented by KM Fencing, the event will run Nov. 13-15, 2026, with competition scheduled for Nov. 14-15. 

More than 1000 athletes and their families are expected to attend. 

The tournament is named for Olympic medalists Lee Kiefer and Gerek Meinhardt. Kiefer is a four-time 

Olympian and three-time Olympic gold medalist, while Meinhardt is a five-time Olympian and two-time 

Olympic bronze medalist. The couple married in 2019 and created KM Fencing to share their experience, 

passion for the sport and lessons learned throughout their Olympic careers. 

“This is an exciting opportunity to introduce a new sport to the Henrico Sports & Events Center while 

welcoming two of the most recognizable and accomplished athletes in fencing,” said Dennis Bickmeier, 

Executive Director of the Henrico Sports & Entertainment Authority. “Lee and Gerek have inspired athletes 

around the world, and bringing an event bearing their names to Henrico reinforces our commitment to 

hosting distinctive, high-level competitions that create memorable experiences for athletes, families and 

spectators.” 
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The Kiefer Meinhardt Cup will be the first fencing event hosted at the Henrico Sports & Events Center. 

Under a two-year agreement, the tournament will return to Henrico on Nov. 5-7, 2027. 

“Fencing has been our craft and passion for more than 20 years, and we are thrilled to bring the Kiefer 

Meinhardt Cup to Henrico,” Kiefer and Meinhardt said. “Our goal is to create an outstanding competitive 

environment while helping young fencers experience the creativity, joy, determination and growth that 

have shaped our own journeys in the sport. We look forward to welcoming athletes and their families to the 

Henrico Sports & Events Center.” 

The tournament, managed by LARC Sporting Services and sanctioned by USA Fencing, will feature 36 

events across men’s and women’s foil, epee and saber. Competition will include Super Youth Circuit 

divisions for Y10, Y12 and Y14 athletes; Regional Junior and Cadet Circuit divisions; and events for Y8 

fencers. 

“A tremendous amount of athleticism and strategy will be on display as fencers compete here later this 

year,” said Gerald Taylor, Sports Sales and Event Manager at Richmond Region Tourism. “We can’t wait to 

welcome athletes on the fencing strip and throughout our region during the tournament, and we’re proud 

to showcase everything our community has to offer visiting families and participants.” 

In addition to the competition, the weekend will showcase fencing across multiple age groups and all three 

weapons. 

Registration for the 2026 Kiefer Meinhardt Cup is open and closes Nov. 2. Tournament details, competition 

schedule and event registration can be found at USA Fencing.  

For more information about Kiefer, Meinhardt and KM Fencing, visit km-fencing.com. 

This event is supported by Absolute Fencing, Official USA Fencing Partner and Supplier. 

### 

About the Henrico Sports & Entertainment Authority 
The Henrico Sports & Entertainment Authority leads Henrico County’s sports tourism initiatives and facility 
development, helping position Henrico and the region as a premier destination for athletic events and 
entertainment. Sports visitation generates more than $115 million in annual economic impact, supporting 
local businesses, strengthening community connections, and enhancing quality of life for residents and 
visitors alike. 
 

https://member.usafencing.org/details/tournaments/12117
https://www.km-fencing.com/
https://www.absolutefencinggear.com/


About Richmond Region Tourism 
Richmond Region Tourism is a private, nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting the region to meeting 
planners, sports event organizers, and leisure travelers. The organization represents the cities of Richmond 
and Colonial Heights, the town of Ashland, and four counties: Chesterfield, Hanover, Henrico, and New 
Kent. Richmond Region Tourism operates visitor centers at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and Richmond 
International Airport. 
 
About KM Fencing 
KM Fencing, an abbreviation for Kiefer Meinhardt Fencing, is an LLC established in 2025 by Olympic 
athletes Lee Kiefer and Gerek Meinhardt. This multifaceted business inspires and promotes fencing 
throughout the world through clinics, virtual mentoring, speaking engagements, and other fencing 
experiences.  
 

 

 


